VIP SPONSORSHIP PACKET
7TH ANNUAL FIDDLE FESTIVAL & CONTEST www.bobwillsfest.com
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Hello Everyone!
On behalf of the Bob Wills Fiddle Festival and Contest, I’m excited to say “We’re Back!” As
this October will mark our 7th year in Downtown Greenville, preparations are underway
and, truly, 2021 promises to be the best year ever. We invite you to join us with your sponsorship and, to both old and new friends, welcome!
This important event, unique to the City of Greenville, pays tribute to American traditions
and treasures. It’s about fiddling and fiddlers and the best of competitions, and it’s also
about the life and music of Bob Wills, which means fun for everyone. This year’s line-up is
filled with talent, legacy, variety, and spontaneity. Toe-tappin’ heart-throbbing music - all
in the spirit of great entertainment.
Saturday night, the historic Greenville Municipal Auditorium will showcase co-Headliners
Bob Wills’ Texas Playboys under the direction of Jason Roberts and Noel and Ben Haggard.
The Playboys, then, will also perform on Friday night at the ticketed “Big Ball in G-town’
concert and dance at the Landon Winery Emerald Ballroom. (Contact the Greenville
Chamber of Commerce for Friday night tickets.)
All day Saturday, the free outdoor stage on Lee Street will welcome Dave Alexander and
His Big Texas Swing Band, Women of Western Swing, Redd Volkaert Band, and The Western Flyers. Saturday’s outdoor festivities will also feature vendors, additional performances, and great food from downtown restaurants, and, of course, the outstanding Bob Wills
Fiddle Contest in The Texan Theater.
It’s true that Bob Wills thought of his Texas Playboys, audiences, fans, and each and every
sponsor as ‘family,’ and, in that spirit, the City of Greenville, Sherry and Joey McKenzie,
the Estate of Bob Wills and the Bob Wills Heritage Foundation look forward to welcoming
you as a returning sponsor in 2021 or, if this is your first year, we’re thrilled to say
‘Welcome to the Family.’

From ‘deep within our hearts,’ we thank you.
Sincerely,

Carolyn Wills
Board Member, Bob Wills Heritage Foundation
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Sponsorship Opportunities
The Bob Wills Fiddle Festival and Contest offers sponsorship levels to suit the needs and budget of any
organization. Whether you are a small independent business, a multi-national corporation, or an
individual, the Bob Wills Fiddle Festival and Contest has a package to suit your needs.

FESTIVAL TITLE SPONSOR
HIGH VISIBILITY
$10,000
•

Company Logo Integrated into Event Logo

•

Promoted in Title on home page of BWFFC Website (www.bobwillsfest.com)

•

Promoted in Title on all event advertising

•

Logo inclusion on title of sponsorship presentation displayed Friday &
Saturday

•

Signage and Recognition at Contest Venues and Outdoor Stage

•

Sponsorship Announcements throughout Festival Events and Venues

•

(2) Tables of Eight at the VIP Concert and Dance, Friday evening, “Big Ball in
G-Town” at the Bob Wills Ballroom (Emerald Ballroom) featuring Bob Wills’
Texas Playboys …..Dancing, Live Music, Dinner, and Bob Wills History

•

(12) Tickets to Saturday Night Concert at the GMA featuring Co-Headliners
Noel & Ben Haggard and The Bob Wills Texas Playboys under direction of
Jason Roberts.

•

(12) Exclusive Meet and Greet Tickets with Texas Playboys, Noel & Ben
Haggard

•

(12) Official Festival T-Shirts
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Bob Wills Fiddle Contest Sponsor (1): $5,000
HIGH VISIBILITY
•

Signage and Recognition at Contest Venues

•

Logo on official BWFFC event posters

•

Logo inclusion on sponsorship presentation displayed Friday & Saturday

•

Sponsorship Announcements throughout Festival Events and Venues

•

(1) Table of Eight at the VIP Dinner Show, Friday evening, “Big Ball in G-Town” at the Bob Wills Ballroom
(Emerald Ballroom) featuring Bob Wills’ Texas Playboys …..Dancing, Live Music, Dinner, and Bob Wills
History

•

(8) Tickets to Saturday Night Concert at the GMA featuring Co-Headliners Noel & Ben Haggard and The
Bob Wills Texas Playboys under the direction of Jason Roberts

•

(8) Exclusive Meet and Greet Tickets with Texas Playboys and Noel and Ben Haggard

•

(8) Official Festival T-shirts

The King of Western Swing Sponsor (1): $3,500
HIGH VISIBILITY
•

Name/Logo on Stage

•

Logo on official BWFFC event posters

•

Logo on Program and Event Guides

•

Logo inclusion on sponsorship presentation displayed Friday & Saturday

•

Sponsorship Announcements throughout Festival Events and Venues

•

(8) Reserve seats at the VIP Dinner Show, Friday evening, “Big Ball in G-Town” at the Bob Wills Ballroom
(Emerald Ballroom) featuring Bob Wills’ Texas Playboys …..Dancing, Live Music, Dinner, and Bob Wills
History

•

(6) Tickets to Saturday Night Concert at the GMA featuring Co-Headliners Noel & Ben Haggard and The
Bob Wills Texas Playboys under direction of Jason Roberts

•

(6) Official Festival T-Shirts
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When Texas Playboys front man Jason Roberts steps onto a stage with his fiddle and utters
his first “AH-ha” of the evening, western-swing fans know they're seeing and hearing nothing
less than the living embodiment of a tradition that stretches all the way back to 1933. That
was the year the charismatic fiddler Bob Wills and several other musicians in a group called
the Light Crust Doughboys broke away from Fort Worth's Burris Mills and its autocratic business manager, W. Lee “Pappy”
O'Daniel, to form their own
band. As Bob Wills and His Texas
Playboys, they became one of
the most popular touring and
recording acts in the nation,
offering audiences the highly
danceable musical mixture that
came to be known as western
swing.
Today, the Bob Wills sound continues, as big and bright and brassy as ever. The newest Texas
Playboys aggregation is led by two-time Grammy winner Roberts, hand-picked by both the
Wills estate and Leon Rausch, whose nearly two decades in the famed western-swing band
Asleep at the Wheel includes an eight-year stint actually playing Bob Wills in the Wheel's nationally touring musical-theatre production, A RIDE WITH BOB. And, like Bob's original band,
this group of Playboys includes some of the best swing musicians both Oklahoma and Texas
have to offer.
The Okies include trombonist Steve Ham, trumpeter Mike Bennett, drummer Tony Ramsey,
and fiddler Shawn Howe. The contingent from south of the Red River boasts guitarist Rick
McRae, a veteran of George Strait's Ace in the Hole Band, along with piano player Wayne
Glasson, steel-guitarist Dave Biller, and bassist Albert Quaid. Many of these top-notch players
from both states have already done stints with the band's earlier incarnations.
Together, Bob Wills' Texas Playboys forge on through the 21st Century, bringing a nostalgic
glow to longtime Wills fans and the joy of discovery to those who might not have even been
born when Bob died. Once again, the baton has been passed, and the hands that grasped it
are crafting some of the finest examples of Bob Wills-style western swing anyone could ever
want to hear.
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Outdoor Stage Sponsor (4): $2,000
•

Name/Logo on Stage

•

Logo on official BWFFC event posters

•

Logo inclusion on sponsorship presentation displayed Friday & Saturday

•

Sponsorship Announcements throughout Festival Events and Venues

•

(4) Reserve seats at the VIP Dinner Show, Friday evening, “Big Ball in G-Town”
at the Bob Wills Ballroom (Emerald Ballroom) featuring Bob Wills’ Texas Playboys …..Dancing, Live Music, Dinner, and Bob Wills History

•

(4) Tickets to Saturday Night Concert at the GMA featuring Co-Headliners Noel
& Ben Haggard and The Bob Wills Texas Playboys under direction of Jason Roberts

•

(4) Official Festival T-Shirts
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Festival Entertainment Sponsor (8): $1,250
•

Logo inclusion in BWFFC event guides.

•

Logo inclusion on sponsorship presentation displayed Friday & Saturday

•

(2) Reserved Seats at Friday Night Big Ball in G-Town VIP Dinner/Dance in the
Bob Wills Ballroom (Emerald) with the Bob Wills’ Texas Playboys

•

(2) Reserved seating tickets to Saturday Night Co-Headliner Concert Featuring
Noel & Ben Haggard and The Bob Wills Texas Playboys under direction of Jason Roberts

•

(2) Official Festival t-shirts
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Bob Wills Fiddle Contest Shirt Sponsor (2): $1,500
•

Logo prominently printed on sleeve of event shirts.

•

Logo inclusions on sponsorship presentation displayed Friday & Saturday

•

(4) Reserved Seats to Friday Night Big Ball in G-Town VIP Dinner/Dance in the Bob Wills Ballroom (Emerald)

•

(2) Reserved seating tickets to Saturday Night Concert at the GMA with Co-Headliners Noel & Ben Haggard and
The Bob Wills Texas Playboys under direction of Jason Roberts

Bob Wills Fiddle Contest Division Sponsor (8): $1,000
•

Division sponsors may participate in the award ceremony of the division sponsored.

•

Logo inclusion in BWFFC event guides.

•

Logo inclusions on sponsorship presentation displayed Friday & Saturday

•

(4) Reserved Seats at Friday night Big Ball in G-Town dinner and dance at the Bob Wills Ballroom (Emerald Ballroom) with Bob Wills’ Texas Playboys

•

(2) Reserved seating tickets to Saturday Night Concert at the GMA featuring Co-Headliners Noel & Ben Haggard
and The Bob Wills Texas Playboys under direction of Jason Roberts

•

(4) Official Festival t-shirts

Bob Wills Fiddle Contest Hospitality Sponsor (6): $750
•

Logo prominently displayed on table with snacks and beverages for contestants, judges, and volunteers.

•

Logo inclusions on sponsorship presentation displayed Friday & Saturday.

•

(2) Reserved Seats at Friday night Big Ball in G-Town dinner and dance at the Bob Wills Ballroom (Emerald)

•

(2) Official Festival t-shirts
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Fans of Bob Wills (Unlimited): $300
•

Logo/Name inclusion in BWFFC event guides and sponsorship presentation displayed
Friday & Saturday

•

Logo/Name on the sponsorship page of the BWFFC website

•

(2) Reserved Seats at Friday night Big Ball in G-Town dinner and dance at the Bob Wills
Ballroom (Emerald Ballroom)

•

(2) Official Festival T-Shirts

Willie Nelson
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7th Annual Bob Wills Fiddle Festival and Contest Sponsorship Form
October 29th & 30th in Historic Downtown Greenville, Texas

 FESTIVAL TITLE PRESENTING SPONSOR (1): $10,000
 BOB WILLS FIDDLE CONTEST SPONSOR (1): $5,000
 THE KING OF WESTERN SWING SPONSOR (1): $3,500
 OUTDOOR STAGE SPONSOR (4): $2,000 each
 BOB WILLS FIDDLE CONTEST T-SHIRT SPONSOR: (2) $1,500
 FESTIVAL ENTERTAINMENT SPONSOR (8): $1,250 each
 BOB WILLS FIDDLE CONTEST DIVISION SPONSOR (8): $1,000 each
 BOB WILLS FIDDLE CONTEST HOSPITALITY SPONSOR (6): $750 each
 FANS OF BOB WILLS (UNLIMITED): $300
Company/Individual Name:______________________________ Contact:___________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________ State:_________________________ Zip:_________________________
Phone:(_____)_____-__________ Website:____________________________________________________
Email:__________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail sponsor form and payment to:

Greenville Board of Development
ATTN: Bob Wills Fiddle Festival
P.O. Box 825
Greenville, TX 75403
Payment must be in form of Check
Questions: GBOD Office 903-455-1197
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BOB WILLS
Bob Wills (1905-1975) was a uniquely talented individual whose influence in America from
1929 through the 1960’s ignited fans across generations and, to this day, inspires audiences,
musicians, educators and historians around the world.
Born March 6, 1905 in Kosse TX, James Robert (Bob) Wills was the oldest of nine surviving
children in a family of sharecroppers and champion fiddlers. He grew to become the
charismatic and prolific minstrel of an American art form known as Western swing, which is
now the official music of Texas. Across four decades, he labeled an immense repertoire and
led a trail of gifted and dedicated band-members known as the ‘Texas Playboys.’
Wills formed his Texas Playboys in Waco, TX and moved the band to Tulsa, OK in the
mid-1930s where his noontime broadcast from Cain’s Ballroom over powerhouse radio
station KVOO became a veritable institution. In his colorful career, Wills owned ranches, built
dancehalls, created rodeos, rode in parades, and appeared in Western movies.
Remembered as the “King of Western Swing,” Wills was inducted into the Country Music Hall
of Fame in 1968, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1999 and received a GRAMMY Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2007 for his significant contributions to American music from the
1930s through the 1960s.
As Dr. David Stricklin (son of Texas Playboy piano pounder, Al Stricklin,) says, “Bob Wills knew
that music defines a great deal of the human experience, that it provides the soundtrack by
which people celebrate milestones, welcome new experiences, relive old ones, and date
their memories. He also knew, because he lived long enough to learn from vast numbers of
people, that his music would live on, in the songs of people he influenced, in the stories
people continue to share about what it was like to be around him, and in the lives of young
people who are determined to take up an instrument and catch some of the magic of the
music of Bob Wills. It’s a great story, started by a great artist who was never different simply
for the sake of being different, but whose willingness to try new things, to embrace creative
freedom, and to demand that everybody who ever played for him give everything they had
in every performance set him apart from every other musician and bandleader of his age.”
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